
Sedro-Woolley School District
Fifth-Grade Elementary  

Parent Report Card Guide
Please use this guide when 
reviewing your child’s report 
card. After looking at the report 
card and this guide, feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher if you 
still have questions. Please note 
the Grading Key in the upper 
left-hand corner of the report 
card when reviewing this report 
card guide. 

READING 
Read and comprehend end of grade level texts 
Accurately quotes from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences: students are able to quote directly from 
either a fiction or non-fiction text, both when taking 
information directly from the text and when making 
inferences about the text. 
Summarize the text using key details or ideas 
from a text

Literature
Compare and contrast stories in the same genre 
as well as characters, settings or events within a 
story: Students are able to compare a fantasy to another 
fantasy or a mystery to another mystery; or think about 
what two characters from a book have in common and 
what is different about them.

system: Students can convert 
measurements within standard 
form as well as metric. 
Example: 23 inches = 1 foot 11 
inches 
Example: 15 centimeters = 150 
millimeters 
Understands concepts of 
volume: Students can measure 
volumes by counting unit cubes 
and using the volume formula. 
Example: L (length) x W (width) x 
H (height) = Volume 
Creates a line graph to display 
data: Students can organize 
information and interpret the data 
on a line graph. 

Geometry 
Classifies two dimensional 
figures based on attributes 
and properties: Students can 
organize shapes into groups based 
on their characteristics. 
Example: Angles, side lengths, 
number of sides, etc. 
Graph points on a coordinate 
plane: Students can plot ordered 
pairs (points) onto a coordinate 
plane and identify the x and y axis.
 
Mathematical 
Reasoning 
Effectively applies strategies 
to solve problems: Students can 
use an efficient strategy that leads 
to an accurate answer. 
Clearly communicates 
mathematical thinking: 
Students can explain their thinking 
with words, pictures and/or 

numbers. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
United States History & 
Geography: Students will learn 
and be assessed on US History and 
Geography throughout the school 
year. 

ART 
Use of tools 
Producing finished artwork 
Cooperation and Classroom 
Citizenship 

MUSIC 
● Use of tools and instruments 
● Musical Creation and Exploration 
● Cooperation and Classroom 
Citizenship 

TECHNOLOGY 
Digital Citizenship 
● Uses technology as a learning tool 
● Creates and produces artifacts 
● Understands vocabulary specific 
to technology 
● Utilizes beginning programming 
concepts 

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION 
Motor skills and Movement 
Patterns (Standard 1, addressing 
movement expectations in a wide 
range of activities) Examples 
include: throwing, catching, 
galloping, rhythm, weight transfer. 
Skills are determined by grade level 
and vary according to units. 
Responsible Personal and 
Social Behavior (Standard 
4, addressing safety, feedback, 
teamwork and rule following, more 
specific than basic participation). 
Examples include: rules and 
etiquette, receiving and providing 
feedback, working with others, and 

safety. 
Health-enhancing Fitness and 
Physical Activity (Standard 3, 
addressing content knowledge, 
goal setting and health learning 
to prepare intermediate students 
for next level success) Examples 
include:  identifying the 
Components of Fitness, nutrition, 
creating a personal plan for fitness 
improvement, and the FITT 
principle.

HOW WILL IT BE ASSESSED? 
● Common assessments: 5th Grade 
CBA, WA Kids-Kindergarten, 
Fitness Gram Testing 
● Formative Assessments (paper, 
Plickers, anecdotal notations) 
● Entry/Exit Tasks 
● Peer-Peer sharing 
● Self and/or Peer evaluations 
Skills are assessed specifically 
for each unit within EACH 
SEMESTER. Scores indicate how 
a student is doing for specific unit 
skills within THAT SEMESTER 
only, not as a progressive measure 
of their OVERALL ability from 
beginning of year to end of year. 
Unit equipment is shared across 
the district, with individual schools 
running units based on availability 
and gym space. Schools do not run 
units simultaneously. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
OF SUCCESSFUL 
LEARNERS: 
Students are assessed on 
personal and study skills, as 
well as the academic skills 
they are developing. These are 
key skills, attitudes and behaviors 
students are building that increase 
success in their academic and social 
lives, supporting each student’s 
ability to deal with daily tasks and 
challenges.



Determine a theme using 
details from the text: Student 
are able to identify that the theme 
is the lesson the author wants the 
reader to learn from the book, for 
example “never give up” or “hard 
work pays off”.
Explain how the parts of a 
story fit together to provide 
the overall structure of a 
text: students are able to explain 
how parts of the text, which could 
be chapters, scenes or stanzas, 
depending on type of text, work 
together to make the whole story.
Describe how a narrator’s 
point of view impacts the 
events of a text: students are 
able to identify first person, second 
person and third person accounts 
of a story and how that affects the 
story.
Describes the traits, 
motivations, and feelings 
of characters and how they 
contribute to the story: Student 
can describe how specific character 
actions or personality traits affect 
other characters and move the story 
forward. 
Determines how a word or 
phrase is used

Informational Text
Determines 2 or more main 
ideas of text and provides 
evidence using key details 

from the text: students are able to 
find the big ideas of a text and show 
how they are supported with facts 
and details from the text.
Analyzes and integrates 
multiple accounts of the same 
topic noting the similarities 
and differences unique to 
various points of view in order 
to write or speak about the 
topic knowledgeably: students 
are able to think about different 
accounts of a topic and can say how 
they are the same and different 
depending on the source of the 
information. 
Compare and contrast the 
overall structure of events, 
ideas, or information in two or 
more texts: students are able to 
show how the structure (i.e. cause 
and effect, problem/solution) in two 
texts are the same and different.
Explain the relationships 
between two or more people, 
events or ideas in a nonfiction 
text: students are able to use 
details in the text to explain how 
people or events are related to each 
other. 

WRITING
Writes narratives using 
descriptive details and a clear 
sequence of events: Students 
write real or imagined stories 
using narrative techniques such as 
dialogue, description, and pacing. 
Narrative stories include a clear 
sequence of events starting with 
the introduction of characters and 
a setting and ending with logical 
conclusion. 
Writes opinion texts 
supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information: 
Students write opinion texts on a 
topic by stating their opinion and 
giving their reasons for that opinion 
by including facts and details.

Writes informative texts to 
examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly: 
Students write informative texts 
by introducing a topic, providing 
facts about the topics, and creating 
a conclusion that wraps up their 
ideas. Informative texts include 
accurate facts, concrete details, and 
quotations. 
Uses research from multiple 
sources to build knowledge 
on a topic and cite sources: 
Students find sources online and 
in books to learn about a topic. 
Students use multiple sources and 
cite all sources used. 

SPEAKING AND  
LISTENING
Effectively engages in 
discussion within a group: 
Students come to discussions 
prepared, follow discussion rules, 
ask and respond to questions, and 
gain knowledge from others.
Summarizes a text read aloud 
or information presented 
in various formats: Students 
summarize a text read aloud as well 
as information presented orally, 
visually, or quantitatively. For 
example: students can summarize 
the information presented in a 
slideshow.

LANGUAGE
Uses context to determine the 
meaning of unknown words: 
Students use the context, meaning 
and relationships of words and 
sentences in a text to learn new 
words. 
Demonstrates figurative 
language and word 
relationships: Students use 
figurative language to enhance 
their writing including the use of 
metaphors, similes, and idioms. 

SCIENCE
In addition to the scientific facts 
your student will work with, 
teachers will also be looking for 
students to learn as authentic 
scientists; asking questions, 
modeling thinking, arguing from 
evidence etc. Also, students will use 
core ideas such as cause and effect, 
systems, energy, and patterns to 
deepen understanding of the core 
ideas. For fifth grade, the overall 
sequence of learning includes:
Life
Explains the movement of matter 
between organisms and the 
environment
Earth
Support an argument that the 
apparent brightness of the sun 
and stars is due to their relative 
distances from the Earth.
Physical
Describes that matter is made of 
particles and that when matter 
changes, total weight is conserved

MATHEMATICS
Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking 
Writes and interprets 
numerical expressions: 
Students use parentheses, brackets 
or braces in numerical expressions, 
and evaluates expressions with 
these symbols 
Example: [2 + (5 x 4)] = 22
Students write and interpret simple 
expressions with numbers
Example: “Add 8 and 7, then 
multiply by 2” as 2 x (8+7).
Analyzes patterns and 
relationships: Students can 
create and analyze numerical 
patterns using two given rules.
Example: Given the rule “Add 3”, 
and the rule “Add 6”, with a starting 

point of 0, they can generate the 
corresponding numbers in the 
pattern. (0, 3, 6, 9… & 0, 6, 12, 18…)
Students can form ordered pairs 
once patterns are established and 
graph on a coordinate plane.
Example: Given the rule “Add 3” 
the ordered pairs are (0,0), (1,3), 
(2,6), etc.

Numbers and 
Operations in Base Ten 
Understands and compares 
multi-digit place values 
to thousandths: Students 
understand the value of a given 
digit in a number
Example: 432.12 = 400 + 30 + 2 + 
1/10 + 2/100
Students understand that a digit 
one place value to the left is 10 
times greater than the place value 
to the right, and 1/10 of the place 
value to the left.
Students can explain the patterns in 
the number of zeros in a product/
dividend when multiplied/divided 
by powers of ten.
Multiply and divide multi-digit 
whole numbers: Students are 
able to multiply numbers with the 
standard algorithm.
Example: 423 x 145 = 61, 335
Students are able to divide numbers 
with 4-digit dividends and 2-digit 
divisors using varying strategies
Example: Area models, 
rectangular arrays, and equations.
Add and subtract decimals to 
hundredths: Students are able 
to add and subtract decimals using 
varying strategies.
Example: 165.012 + 23.49 = 
188.502
Multiply and divide decimals 
to hundredths: Students are able 
to multiply and divide using varying 
strategies.
Example: Concrete models, 
drawings and place value strategies.

Numbers and 
Operations- Fractions
Solve multi-step word 
problems with fractions.
Add and subtract fractions 
with unlike denominators: 
Students can add and subtract 
fractions with unlike denominators 
(bottom numbers) by converting 
them to fractions with matching 
denominators.
Example: ⅔ + ¼ = 8/12 + 3/12 = 
11/12 
Students can add and subtract 
mixed numbers. 
Example: 1 ⅔ + 3 ⅛ = 4 17/24 
Multiply and divide fractions: 
Students can interpret a fraction 
as division of the numerator (top 
number) by the denominator 
(bottom number). 
Example: ¼ = 1 divided by 4 
Students can multiply fractions by 
whole numbers and other fractions. 
Divide fractions by whole numbers 
and divide whole numbers by 
fractions.  

Measurement and Data 
Converts like units within 
a given measurement 


